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islands of Sandy Cay, Sandy 

Spit, Green Cay and Diamond 

Cay.  Mr. Petrovic was ac-

companied on this visit by 

JVDPS staffer, Susan Zaluski, 

Advisory Committee Mem-

ber, Cecil Chinnery, BVI Bea-
con reporter, Mason Marcus 

and student Wayson ñAliò 

Hatchett. 

Mr. Petrovic was able to ob-

serve erosion on Sandy Cay 

(thought to be storm damage). 

Cecil Chinnery was able to 

identify an area of Sandy Cay 

which was a sandy beach 

when he was growing up, but 

is now a rocky shore.  The 

impact of dredging on the 

shoreline was also observed 

and discussed   

Continued on page 2... 

During November 2008, Clive 

Petrovic, a BVI-based marine 

scientist and former head of 

the Applied Marine Studies  

Centre at the H. Lavity Stoutt 

Community College (British 

Virgin Islands), made several 
visits to Jost van Dyke to con-

duct an assessment of the 

coastal and marine resources 

of the island.   

During his first visit, Mr. Pet-

rovic drove around Jost van 

Dyke carefully observing the 

coastline.  Mr. Petrovic, who 

was accompanied on this visit 

by Advisory Committee 

Member Jemilla Callwood 

and project staff (Susan and 

Rosemary), was able to iden-
tify evidence of coastal ero-

sion, algal blooms and land 

reclamation, all of which have 

a significant impact on the 

natural environment.   

On his second visit, Mr. Pet-
rovic took the time out to 

speak to Foxy Callwood 

(local resident, business 

owner and fisherman) about 

the changes in Great Harbour 

over the last sixty years.  Mr. 

Petrovic also spoke to Foxy 

about the changes in the 

yachting industry both in the 

types of boats used (from is-

land sloop to fiberglass mo-

torboats) as well as changes in 

the number of boats anchoring 

in Great Harbour.   

Mr. Petrovicôs third visit in-

volved examining Jost van 

Dykeôs coast from the water, 

where he was also able to 

snorkel as well as observe the 
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Community College revealed 

a wealth of information on the 

natural and historical environ-

ment of the British Virgin 

Islands.  There was also ex-

cellent background informa-

tion on specific species of 
plants and animals that are 

The search continues for 

books, reports, scientific pa-

pers, DVDs and other re-

sources for the Environmental 

Information Centre.  This 

month a visit to the Island 

Resources Foundationôs Col-
lection at the H.Lavity Stoutt 

found in the BVI such as spe-

cies of turtles and whales.  

Also of value were documents 

that could be used to further 

educate the students of the 

Jost van Dyke Primary School 

about the environment. 
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Visit us On-line: Read 

about the project at 

www.jvdgreen.org! 

Clive Petrovic shares his obser-

vations with the group during a 

day of field research assessing 

the islandôs marine environ-

ment. (Photo: Jost van Dykes 

Preservation Society) 
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Observation of the underwater 

environment indicated exten-

sive anchor damage to the  

coral reef,  as well as some 

storm damage to the reef.  An 

assessment of the  species of 
fish and other marine organ-

isms present was also done. 

Along with previous informa-

tion Mr. Petrovic has gathered 

from his extensive work ex-

perience in  the BVI 

(including EIAôs on Jost van 

Dyke Dyke), Mr. Petrovicôs 

observations will form Chap-

ter Seven (7) of the environ-

mental profile, a draft of 
which is expected to be avail-

able for review by the end of 

February 2009.  

organizations, public policy 

and financial management.  

Judith is IRFôs senior writer 

and editor and is recognized 

for the editing the eight-

volume Country Environ-

mental Profile series for the 
Eastern Caribbean.  From 

1991-2004, Judith served as a 

member of the Board of Trus-

tees (Chair from 1997-2004) 

of the Mukti Fund, a private 

U.S. philanthropic foundation 

whose grantmaking focused 

on St. Kitts and Nevis.  In 

2003, the Judith A. Towle 

Environmental Studies Fund 

was established in recognition 

 JUDITH A. TOWLEð With 

a Masterôs Degree in Public 

Administration from Ameri-

can University, Judith Towle 

has served as the Chief Ad-

ministrative and Financial 

Officer of the Island Re-
sources Foundation (IRF) 

since the organizationôs estab-

lishment.  She co-founded the 

Foundation with her husband, 

Edward Towle, and shared 

with him its management and 

development for more than 

three decades.  Her 30 years 

of Caribbean experience have 

focused on institutional devel-

opment, non-governmental 
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of her work in the Carib-

bean.  The $70 000 endow-

ment funds annual intern-

ships, research, workshops 

and publications in the U.S. 

and British Virgin Islands 

and in the Federation of St. 

Kitts and Nevis. 

Yachts swarm Great Harbour in 

anticipation of Old Yearôs Night 

Celebration on December 31, 

2008.  In 2008,  7 714  boats 

cleared Immigration in Great 

Harbour. (Photo: Jost van Dykes 

Preservation Society) 

A careless boater gets stuck on the 

coral reef after  ignoring channel 

markers.  Boat-bottom paint pep-

pers this reef at White Bay, indi-

cating that other boaters have also 

engaged in this environmentally-

degrading behavior. (Photo: Jost 

van Dyke Preservation Society) 

Cecil Chinnery and Wayson ñAliò Hatchett show 

off a sea star during a break from field research 

with Clive Petrovic. (Photo: Jost van Dyke Pres-

ervation Society)  

Coastal erosion on Sandy Cay, which may 

have been exacerbated during the 2008 

hurricane season.  (Photo: Jost van Dykes 

Preservation Society) 

Judith Towle of Island Resources 

Foundation has a 30+ year history of 

environmental work in the Carib-

bean. (Photo: Island Resources 

Foundation) 

 
Did you know? Sea stars eat by 

surrounding their prey (conch, 
oysters, fish, even other sea stars) 
with their arms and pushing their 
stomachs out through their mouths.  


