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Special Thanks to the JVD
District Officer (Mrs. Carmen
Blyden ) for providing the
Spanish Translation within
this Newsletter.

Special points of interest:

* 30 day Environmental Chal-
lenge

*  Project Personality Mitch
Kent

*  Environmental Assistant
needed

*  [an Great Harbour be a
Turtle Nesting Beach again?

Jost van Dyke Primary
Schoold the main centre of

education on the island.
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30 Day Environmental Challenge

Each June, the British Virgin
Islands celebrates Environ-
mental Month.

This celebration is a local
extension of World Environ-
ment Day (5th June), a global
observance initiated by the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP). Envi-
ronmenal month activities are
coordinated by the Conserva-
tion and Fisheries Depart-
ment.

The theme for this years’
World Environment Day and
Environmental Month activi-
ties is “Your Planet Needs
You: Unite to Combat Cli-
mate Change”.

30 dias de reto ambiental

In order to highlight environ-
mental month, and to herald
the educational phase of our
environmental project, the
Jost van Dykes Preservation
Society is throwing out a chal-
lenge to all residents of Jost
van Dyke.

During the months of June
and July, residents of Jost van
Dyke are being encouraged to
develop an environmentally
friendly habit or project.

Residents should aim to spend
some time engaging in an
environmental project of their
choice over a thirty day period
(any 30days between June and
July). Persons who choose to

take up this challenge should
make a note of their activities
and take photos if possible
(Susan or Rosemary can pro-
vide assistance with this). Re-
port your efforts to the staff of
the Preservation Society.

Persons with the most interest-
ing projects or the projects with
the most positive environmental
impact will be highlighted in
future editions of this newslet-
ter.

Can’t think of an environmen-
tally friendly project? Here are
a few quick ideas:

e Make or buy a solar cooker
and cook on it (ask Susan for
plans) ; Continued on pg. 2.

Jost Van Dyke Preservation Society Staff Attend PTA Meeting

Las empleadas de la Sociedad Preservativa de Jost van Dyke atienden a la reunion de padres

On May 11, 2009, the staff of
the Jost van Dyke Preserva-
tion Society had the privilege
of participating in the Jost van
Dyke Primary Schools’ Parent
Teacher Association (PTA)
meeting.

Preservation  Society  staff
gave presentations of the Jun-

ior Volunteer Programme and
the Reading Programme.

Parents were asked to encour-
age their children to read en-
vironmental stories, use the
Environmental  Information
Centre and participate in the
activities of the Junior Volun-
teer Programme. By partici-

pating, children woud have an
opportunity to strengthen their
English Language, Scientific
and Artistic skill.

The Preservation Society
thanks the Principal, Staff and
Parents of the school for pro-
viding the opportunity to be
present at a PTA meeting.
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30 day Environment al

An ecological tour of Great Har-
bour could be a welcome addition
to the local tourism product.

Attractive green and blue reusable
bags may be obtained firom the Jost

van Dyke Preservation Society.

Want to receive a fiee re-usable
bag firom the Society? Volunteer
for our Reading Programme on
Tuesdays.

Mitch Kent during field research
on Jost Van Dyke in October 2008.

30 dias de reto ambiental continua

e Create a glass recycling
bin and collect glass for recy-
cling;

e Use re-useable “green
bags” instead of plastic shop-
ping bags when you go shop-
ping;

e Reduce the frequency
with which you drive on the
beach;

o Use solar lights as a way
of reducing reliance on fossil
fuels;

e Find ways of reducing
the amount of garbage that

you create;

e Plant and nurture a tree;

e Create a nature walk that
helps to bring attention to the
value of the natural environ-
ment;

e Create a nature photo
exhibit to bring attention to
environmental problems and
solutions;

e Learn to swim, snorkel or
dive, so that you can better
appreciate the marine envi-
ronment.

What ever you choose to do,
please let us know about it!

Note that it is not important
that you participate in your
environmental project for
30days. It is important that
you get started, and that you
recognise that you can make a
positive difference to the en-
vironment.

Draft Environmental Profile distributed across Jost van Dyke

Las copias del studio del ambiente fueron distribuidas en Jost van Dyke

To facilitate the review of the
draft Environmental Profile,
copies of the Profile have been
distributed to businesses
around the island. .

These businesses have kindly
consented to making the draft
Profile available for review by
community members.

Participating businesses in-
clude :
White Bay Villas
Sandcastle
Jewels
Perfect Pineapple
Foxy’s
Selly’s gym
Abe’s by the Sea

e  Foxy’s Taboo.

We thank these business for
their contribution to the pro-
ject. Did we miss you? Give
us a call at 540-0861.

Project Personality Mitch Kent

Personalidad del projecto Mitch Kent

Michael (Mitch) Kent is an
archeologist by training. Mr.
Kent is also affiliated with
the H. Lavity Stoutt Commu-
nity College and is a leading
expert in Virgin Islands his-
tory about which he has writ-
ten extensively.

Jost Van Dyke community
members who have taken his

course include Selena Chin-
nery and Sendrick Chinnery.
During the research stage of
this project, Mr. Chinnery
also played a crucial role in
helping Mr. Kent locate the
Brown Ghut Ruins on Jost
Van Dyke (See the October
2008 JVD Green Newsletter)

Mr. Kent is an editor of Heri-
tage Alive and the Journal of

Virgin Island Studies.
Mitch Kent is also the main
contributor to the historical
chapter of the draft Environ-
mental Profile for Jost van
Dyke.

FACT
The draft Environmental
Profile identifies nine pri-
mary historical sites for Jost
van Dyke and Little Jost van
Dyke..
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Conservation and Fisheries Department donates resources

El Departamento de Pescaderia y Conservacion dona recursos

The Conservation and Fisher-
ies Department recently do-
nated resources to the Envi-
ronmental Information Cen-
tre.

These resources include elec-
tronic games which help to
teach world geography such
as Where in the World is
Carmen Sandiego?  They
also include technical books
with titles such as “Valuing
the Environment in Small
Islands An Environmental

Economics Toolkit and Eco-
nomic valuation of wet-
| andso

Lynda Varlack of the Conser-
vation and Fisheries Depart-
ment, also took the time out to
visit the Jost van Dyke Preser-
vation Society in order to
reiterate  her Department’s
commitment to supporting
community-based  environ-
mental groups. Ms. Varlack
encouraged the Preservation
Society to continue to partner

with the Conservation and
Fisheries Department in ac-
tivities such as the Environ-
mental Month celebrations
and the upcoming annual
Summer Programme.

The Conservation and Fish-
eries/BVI National Parks
Trust annual summer pro-
gramme will be held during
July.

Residents of Jost van Dyke
who want their children to
participate should contact
Susan at 5460861 for further
details.

Programmes Director attends UKOT Conservation Forum Conference

El director del programa atiende a la conferencia del UKOT

From May 30—1June 5, 2009,
The Society’s Programmes
Director, Susan Zaluski, at-
tended a conference in the
Cayman Islands hosted by the
UKOT Conservation Forum.
The Conference, titled
“Making the Right Connec-
tions” brought together par-

ticipants from the UK Over-
seas Territories, Crown De-
pendencies and other Small
Islands.

Per UKOTCF’s website
(www.ukotcf.org), the goal of
the conference is to “provide
a forum for government envi-

ronmental agencies and
NGOs to discuss key conser-
vation to highlight
success stories, exchange

issues,

ideas and to forge partner-
ships.”

FACT
There are 5 UK Overseas
Territories in the Caribbean.

Environmental Assistant needed

One of the key outputs of the
on-going Environmental Pro-
ject is the establishment of an
environmental monitoring
programme and the hiring of
an Environmental Assistant.
This post will be a part-time
position for a resident of Jost
van Dyke. Funds for this post
will become available by
September of 2009.

The main role of the Environ-

mental Assistant will be to
carry out tasks associated with
the monitoring programme
which will be developed by
the Environmental Advisory
Committee and will be based
on the contents of the Environ-
mental Profile for Jost van
Dyke.

The monitoring programme
will start during the project but

Se necesita asistente ambiental

will continue beyond the end
of the project .

Terms of Reference for the
Environmental Assistant post
are still being prepared, but
should be complete by the
beginning of August 2009.
Interested persons should con-
tact the Preservation Society
for further information.

FACT
The Conservation and Fish-
eries Department and the
BVI National Parks Trust
and the Town and Country
Planning Department are

represented on the Environ-
mental Advisory Committee

for this project. All the other

committee members are resi-
dents of Jost van Dyke.

The Mastic Trail on Grand Cay-
man was one of the sites visited by
conference participants during
terrestrial ecosystem field trip.

Thanks to Glenn Ashmore
(above) for his recent contribu-

tion (a lecture
Geology and assorted field

guides and magnifying glasses)

to our Jr. Volunteers

Prgramme. Thanks, Glenn!
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Jost van Dykes Preservation Society

Great Harbour
Jost van Dyke, BVI
VG 1160

Phone: 284-540-086
Phone:284-540-7428
E-mail: susan@jvdps.org or
projcoljvdps.ortg
Website: www.jvdgreen.org
Website:www.jvdps.org

“To
Protect the Land, the
Environment, and the Culture of
Jost van Dyke, British Virgin

Il sl ands”

Preserve,

A Hawksbill Turtle hatchling on
Sandy Spit January 2009. Thanks to
Lion in Da Sun, based in the USVI for
letting us know so that we could alert
Conservation & Fisheries. Spot a
hatchling? Call 468-3701 and ask to
be connected to the Conservation and
Fisheries Department..

(Photo: Lion in Da Sun).

The Jost Van Dykes Preservation Society, a BVl non-profit organisation, is dedicated to the preservation of the

island of Jost van Dyke—its land, the surrounding sea, its living creatures and its culture through conservation,

cultivation, education and research. The Society endeavours to protect key elements of the islands culture and

environment for the future generations of all peoples to see, feel, and to understand. In addition to this OTEP-

funded project, the Society works to implement other environmental, historical and cultural projects. The Soci-

ety"s

Endeavouri nslpi raed “t riasdliaand ns| oo p

| a r ereeognised praject @ a manitims heritage/peogramme that involves the building of

launched, she will be used for sail training, marine sciences education and cultural demonstrations. To make fi-

nancial donations to this project visit www.jvdgreen.org.

Can Great Harbour be a Turtle Nesting Beach Again?

Mai ntain

and

Puede Great Harbour volver a ser una playa donde las tortugas puedan poner huevos?

Several of the residents of
Jost van Dyke remember
when Great Harbour was
quite a different place.

e The beach was much
more appealing and could
be compared to the beach
at White Bay (currently
the main area for beach-
based tourism on Jost van
Dyke).

e  The sand was cleaner and
much less compact.

e There were fewer vehi-
cles using the beach as a
road way, there was a
distinct beach berm

e anddddd... green turtles
nested there (Ivan, Ceto,
Selly and Foxy can attest
to this)!

According to Chapter 4 of the
draft Environmental Profile
for Jost van Dykes, some-
where during the later half of
the twentieth century, poor
land use practices, over har-
vesting of marine resources
and waste disposal into
coastal waters have all re-
sulted in damage to coastal
and marine environments in
the Caribbean. Jost van Dyke
is no different and coastal
deterioration is most evident
along the shoreline in Great
Harbour. However, with all
the modern emphasis on envi-

ronmental protection, there

are some questions which we

could ask ourselves:

e Do we have to accept the
current levels of environ-
mental degradation?

e s there any value is try-
ing to restore specific
areas of the natural envi-
ronment? For instance,
can we benefit economi-
cally from nature and
heritage-based tourism?

e  What information would
we need to make an in-
formed decision?

Perhaps one way to start an-
swering  these  questions
would be to design a pilot
project. We could look at a
very specific issue such as
making Great Harbour a turtle
nesting beach again. Our
questions would then become:
e Do we have to accept the
loss of Great Harbour as
a turtle nesting beach?

e Is there any value in try-
ing to restore the beach in
Great Harbour to such a
state that it could once
again be suitable for tur-
tle nesting?

e What information would
we require in order to
determine the answers to
the above two questions?

To answer the above questions,
there are a number of places that
we can go to for further informa-
tion:

The draft environmental
profile for Jost van Dyke
provides relevant informa-
tion on turtle nesting
beaches (pg 51), turtle abun-
dance and turtles as a fisher-
ies resource (pg 56) turtles
as an endangered species
(pg 59), education about
turtle nesting (pg 62).

The Environmental Informa-
tion Centre at the Jost van
Dyke Preservation Society
has several scientific papers
and other information on
turtles.

The Conservation and Fish-
eries Department has several
marine biologists and other
staff who have been in-
volved in turtle tagging and
other turtle research/
education for several years.
Several international agen-
cies such as WIDECAST
collect data on turtles world-
wide.

By asking questions about envi-
ronmental challenges and edu-
cating ourselves about our op-
tions, we position ourselves to

make

more environmentally

sound decisions.
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